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ANN ARBOR FILM FESTIVAL SPECIAL EVENTS INCLUDE

PRE-RELEASE FEATURES, THEME NIGHTS,
MEET THE FILMMAKERS

Director Larry Clark@ newest effort, bicycle films and gayand lesbian

films show alongsdefilmsin competition
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ANN ARBOR, Mich., March 10, 2006DThree, two, one blastoff! The44"™ Ann Arbor
Film Festival takes off March 21-26 with ahog of special programs to complement the
filmsin compstition:

Amongthehighlights:

¥

¥

A pre-release screening of QVASSUP ROCKERSQ anew film by Larry Clark,
director of KidsDon Sat., March 25 at 7:30 pm.

Out Night, two showingsof gay and lesbian filmson Wed., March 22 at 7:30 and
10 pmwith director Q& Asto follow some films.

Two programs of internaiond filmsinduding GCzech DreamQ a documentary
abouta naionwide consumer hoa in the Czech Republic, Thurs., March 23 at
7:30and 10 pm.

arfur DiariesQ a powerful African documentary by Adam Shapiro, Fri., March
24 a 10 pm.

OrheLog Film Festival ProgramQ curated by Scott Beiben, Fri., March 24 at
7:30 pm.

Bicycle films star on Sat., March 25 at 3:30 pm.

Pand discussionson experimental film at the Michigan Theater on Sat., March 25
at 12:30pm
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For details and more films, visit http://www.aafilmfest.org/schedule/.

Thehand-picked films will be shown in the historic Michigan Theater® intimate
Screening Room

Meet the Filmmakers, an oppotunity to greet and talk with theartists whose work makes
thefilm festival possible, will take place Wed-Fri, March 22-24, at 4:30 pm. Each will

be hoded by DeannaMorse, professor at Grand Valley State University® School of
Communications Shewill bejoined on Friday by Alison LaTendresse, University of
Chicago. Theinformal, interactive sessionswill meet in thelobbyof the Michigan
Thesater before adjouming to a nearby coffee shop.

Panel Discussions at Shaman Drum BGerry Fialka, Scott Beibin and others will be
leading pand discussionsat the Shaman Drum Bookgore on State Street on Thursday,
March 23% and Friday, March 24" at 2pm He will bejoined by filmmakers and festival
programmers to discuss thefollowing topics. Culture Jamming and Film, and Fact or
Fiction: I's Perception a Reality? Both topics discuss cultural influences onfilm in both
narative and doaumentary genres, and the media@influence on our lives, and howwe
can influence the Media

About Ann Arbor Film Festival

The AnnArbor Film Festival celebrates indgpendent and experimental filmmakers from
aroundtheworld. Foundelin 1963 thefestival istheoldest of itskind in North
America. Now inits44th year, it attracts almog 2000 entries from filmmakersin ove 30
counties, and distributes over $18000in awards Created as an alternative to
commercia cinemaand maingream film festivals, theannud week-longfestival remains
trueto its origind god of promoting film as art and honoiing the artists who make it
possible. Thisyear'sfestival runsMarch 21-26,2006. For more information, please visit
www.aafilmfest.org.

About Ann Arbor Film Festival Sponsors
Major suppoters of the Ann Arbor Film Festival indudethe Michigan Coundl for Arts
& Cultural Affairs, the Nationd Endowment for the Arts and StreetLamp Produdions

About the Michigan Theater

Lovingly restored to its origind 1928glory, this gloriousmovie pdace combines living
history with asingular dedication to thefinest film and live entertainment available
today. In addition to two screening roons, it holdsa Michigan treasure: the Barton
Thesatre Pipe Organ, oneof the only theater organsin existence tha is till played inits
origind home onaregular basis. It islocated at 603 East Liberty St. in downtown Ann
Arbor. For moreinformation, visit http://michtheater.org.
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