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ANN ARBOR FILM FESTIVAL SPECIAL EVENTS INCLUDE  

PRE-RELEASE FEATURES, THEME NIGHTS,  

MEET THE FILMMAKERS 
 

Director Larry ClarkÕs newest effort, bicycle films and gay and lesbian 
films show alongside films in competition 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ANN ARBOR, Mich., March 10, 2006 Ð Three, two, one, blastoff!  The 44th Ann Arbor 
Film Festival takes off March 21-26 with a host of special programs to complement the 
films in competition:   
 
Among the highlights:  
 

¥ A pre-release screening of ÒWASSUP ROCKERSÓ, a new film by Larry Clark, 
director of ÒKidsÓ on Sat., March 25 at 7:30 pm. 

¥ Out Night, two showings of gay and lesbian films on Wed., March 22 at 7:30 and 
10 pm with director Q&As to follow some films.  

¥ Two programs of international films including ÒCzech DreamÓ, a documentary 
about a nation-wide consumer hoax in the Czech Republic, Thurs., March 23 at 
7:30 and 10 pm. 

¥ ÒDarfur DiariesÓ, a powerful African documentary by Adam Shapiro, Fri., March 
24 at 10 pm.  

¥ ÒThe Lost Film Festival ProgramÓ, curated by Scott Beiben, Fri., March 24 at 
7:30 pm. 

¥ Bicycle films star on Sat., March 25 at 3:30 pm. 
¥ Panel discussions on experimental film at the Michigan Theater on Sat., March 25 

at 12:30pm. 
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For details and more films, visit http://www.aafilmfest.org/schedule/.  
 
The hand-picked films will be shown in the historic Michigan TheaterÕs intimate 
Screening Room.   
 
Meet the Filmmakers, an opportunity to greet and talk with the artists whose work makes 
the film festival possible, will take place Wed-Fri, March 22-24, at 4:30 pm.  Each will 
be hosted by Deanna Morse, professor at Grand Valley State UniversityÕs School of 
Communications. She will be joined on Friday by Alison LaTendresse, University of 
Chicago. The informal, interactive sessions will meet in the lobby of the Michigan 
Theater before adjourning to a nearby coffee shop.  
 
Panel Discussions at Shaman Drum Ð Gerry Fialka, Scott Beibin and others will be 
leading panel discussions at the Shaman Drum Bookstore on State Street on Thursday, 
March 23rd and Friday, March 24th at 2pm.  He will be joined by filmmakers and festival 
programmers to discuss the following topics: Culture Jamming and Film, and Fact or 
Fiction: Is Perception a Reality? Both topics discuss cultural influences on film in both 
narrative and documentary genres, and the mediaÕs influence on our lives, and how we 
can influence the Media. 
 
About Ann Arbor Film Festival 

The Ann Arbor Film Festival celebrates independent and experimental filmmakers from 
around the world.  Founded in 1963, the festival is the oldest of its kind in North 
America.  Now in its 44th year, it attracts almost 2000 entries from filmmakers in over 30 
countries, and distributes over $18,000 in awards.  Created as an alternative to 
commercial cinema and mainstream film festivals, the annual week-long festival remains 
true to its original goal of promoting film as art and honoring the artists who make it 
possible. This year's festival runs March 21-26, 2006.  For more information, please visit 
www.aafilmfest.org. 
 
About Ann Arbor Film Festival Sponsors 

Major supporters of the Ann Arbor Film Festival include the Michigan Council for Arts 
& Cultural Affairs, the National Endowment for the Arts and StreetLamp Productions.  
 

About the Michigan Theater 

Lovingly restored to its original 1928 glory, this glorious movie palace combines living 
history with a singular dedication to the finest film and live entertainment available 
today. In addition to two screening rooms, it holds a Michigan treasure: the Barton 
Theatre Pipe Organ, one of the only theater organs in existence that is still played in its 
original home on a regular basis. It is located at 603 East Liberty St. in downtown Ann 
Arbor. For more information, visit http://michtheater.org. 
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