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RECORD ENTIRES AS ANN ARBOR FILM FESTIVAL
READIES 44™ EDITION, MARCH 21-26

2,000+ entries from 31 countries, new director,
new awards assure fresh thrills
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ANN ARBOR, Mich., January 30,2006D The countdown has begun. The 44" Ann
Arbor Film Festiva takes place March 21-26 under thedirection of Hollywoodindder
Christen McArdlejus afew short weeks from today. Therecord number of films
entered and anew daily audience award assure the continued success of America®
premiere experimental film festival.

The statistics are impressive:

. More than 2,000films entered from 31 courtries

. More than 650are first efforts by novice filmmakers

. 13 of theentries were programmed at this year@ Sundance Film Festival

. Thelongest is 178 minutes, the shortest, 60 seconds.

. More than hdf areless than 30 minutes long; 421 runfor an hou or more
. 308filmmakers are entering the AAFF for thefirst time

. 94 films by Michigan filmmakers; 23 from Ann Arbor filmmakers
. 70 films have GneQ OnyOor AQ0in thetitle
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From this enomousfield of entries, around100films will be chosen for screeningsat the
festival. All will bedigiblefor theawards purse of more than $15000. They rangein
style from narrative (films that tell astory) to animation, documentary and experimental.

TheAnn Arbor Film Festival is theonly film festiva in the Midwest to screen 16mm and
35mm expeimental film and digital video. It is theoldest experimentd film festival in
North America. Screeningstake placein Ann Arbor@ historic Michigan Thester.

New Executive Director Christen McArdlejoinsthe festival from Los Angees, following
three years at New Crime Produdions, the signature studio of actor and producer/writer
John Cusack. A creative powerhouse, McArdleis a published writer as well as alongtime
muscian.

(Business and thearts have to coexist, OMcArdle said. Ot a tightrope | understand
wha artists go through, and | understand how to broker dedls. Artistic integrity and a
strong busness sense do not have to bemutudly exclusve, and| hopeto bring this
coexistence to the AAFF.O

Thefestiva @ staff is roundel out by new Director of Operations, Nate Hileman, who
formerly worked for rising record label s Secretly Canadian and Jagjaguwar.

New leadership isn® the only novdty at this year@ Ann Arbor Film Festival. A new
Audience Award will present $3,000in cash to filmmakers over five days of screenings
based on voting to rank filmsin competition each day (two awardson Saturday). The
AAFF istheonly filmfestiva that offers such daly audience awards

About Ann Arbor Film Festival

The Ann Arbor Film Festival celebrates indgpendent and experimental filmmakers from
aroundtheworld. Foundel in 1963 thefestival istheoldest of itskindin North
America. Now in its44th year, it attracts almog 2000 entries from filmmakersin ove 20
counties, and distributes over $15000in awards Created as an alternative to
commercia cinemaand maindream film festivals, theannud week-longfestival remains
trueto itsorigind god of promoting film as art and honoiing the artists who make it
possible. Thisyear'sfestival runsMarch 21-26,2006. For more information, please visit
www.aafilmfest.org.
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