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2,000+ entries from 31 countries, new director, 
 new awards assure fresh thrills 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ANN ARBOR, Mich., January 30, 2006 Ð The countdown has begun. The 44th Ann 
Arbor Film Festival takes place March 21-26 under the direction of Hollywood insider 
Christen McArdle just a few short weeks from today.  The record number of films 
entered and a new daily audience award assure the continued success of AmericaÕs 
premiere experimental film festival. 
 
The statistics are impressive:  
• More than 2,000 films entered from 31 countries 
• More than 650 are first efforts by novice filmmakers 
• 13 of the entries were programmed at this yearÕs Sundance Film Festival 
• The longest is 178 minutes, the shortest, 60 seconds.  
• More than half are less than 30 minutes long; 421 run for an hour or more 
• 308 filmmakers are entering the AAFF for the first time 
• 94 films by Michigan filmmakers; 23 from Ann Arbor filmmakers 
• 70 films have ÒmeÓ, ÒmyÓ or ÒIÓ in the title 
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From this enormous field of entries, around 100 films will be chosen for screenings at the 
festival.  All will be eligible for the awards purse of more than $15,000.  They range in 
style from narrative (films that tell a story) to animation, documentary and experimental.  
 
The Ann Arbor Film Festival is the only film festival in the Midwest to screen 16mm and 
35mm experimental film and digital video. It is the oldest experimental film festival in 
North America.  Screenings take place in Ann ArborÕs historic Michigan Theater. 
 
New Executive Director Christen McArdle joins the festival from Los Angeles, following 
three years at New Crime Productions, the signature studio of actor and producer/writer 
John Cusack. A creative powerhouse, McArdle is a published writer as well as a longtime 
musician. 
 
ÒBusiness and the arts have to coexist,Ó McArdle said. ÒItÕs a tightrope. I understand 
what artists go through, and I understand how to broker deals. Artistic integrity and a 
strong business sense do not have to be mutually exclusive, and I hope to bring this 
coexistence to the AAFF.Ó 
 
The festivalÕs staff is rounded out by new Director of Operations, Nate Hileman, who 
formerly worked for rising record labels Secretly Canadian and Jagjaguwar. 
 
New leadership isnÕt the only novelty at this yearÕs Ann Arbor Film Festival. A new 
Audience Award will present $3,000 in cash to filmmakers over five days of screenings, 
based on voting to rank films in competition each day (two awards on Saturday). The 
AAFF is the only film festival that offers such daily audience awards.   
 
About Ann Arbor Film Festival 

The Ann Arbor Film Festival celebrates independent and experimental filmmakers from 
around the world.  Founded in 1963, the festival is the oldest of its kind in North 
America.  Now in its 44th year, it attracts almost 2000 entries from filmmakers in over 20 
countries, and distributes over $15,000 in awards.  Created as an alternative to 
commercial cinema and mainstream film festivals, the annual week-long festival remains 
true to its original goal of promoting film as art and honoring the artists who make it 
possible. This year's festival runs March 21-26, 2006.  For more information, please visit 
www.aafilmfest.org. 
 
 


