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DAILY AUDIENCE AWARDS WILL DEBUT AT  

2006 ANN ARBOR FILM FESTIVAL 
 

Award sponsor StreetLamp Studios 
 helps bring new life to Michigan film community 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

ANN ARBOR, Mich., January 25, 2006 Ð The Ann Arbor Film Festival will present 
$3,000 in daily Audience Awards at this yearÕs screenings, making it the first U.S. film 
festival to recognize filmmakers after each day of competition. StreetLamp Studios will 
fund the awards.  
 
The 44th Ann Arbor Film Festival takes place March 21-26, 2006 in the historic Michigan 
Theater.  The oldest festival of its kind in the country, AAFF showcases independent and 
experimental films to promote the art of the moving image. 
 
Each day, audience members may vote on their favorite film shown at the 7 p.m. and 
9:30 p.m. competition screenings.  One filmmaker will receive $500 each day.  The 
winner will be announced at the next eveningÕs 7 p.m. screening, as well as during the 
festivalÕs award ceremony. 
 
StreetLamp Studios is a new Michigan-based production company that specializes in 
multi-media projects.  Founded by Thad and Pam Johnson, Streetlamp is also a National 
Sponsor of the Ann Arbor Film Festival.   
 
In cooperation with the AAFF, StreetLamp Studios sponsored a two-day workshop by 
Dov Simens on making and selling films, January 21-22 at the Sheraton Detroit Novi.  
This is the first of a series of film classes that StreetLamp will bring to the Michigan film 
community.  
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Michigan Film Commissioner Janet Lockwood was a keynote speaker on Saturday night.   
She discussed recent changes in tax incentives for film production in Michigan.  
 
ÒI wanted to meet the key players in MichiganÕs television, film, and artistic community, 
and bring everyone together in one room,Ó said Streetlamp founder Thad Johnson.  ÒIÕm 
interested in creating a memorable educational experience Ð and strengthening the 
filmmaking community in the long term.Ó 
 
About Ann Arbor Film Festival 

The Ann Arbor Film Festival celebrates independent and experimental filmmakers from 
around the world.  Founded in 1963, the festival is the oldest of its kind in North 
America.  Now in its 44th year, it attracts almost 2000 entries from filmmakers in over 20 
countries, and distributes over $15,000 in awards.  Created as an alternative to 
commercial cinema and mainstream film festivals, the annual week-long festival remains 
true to its original goal of promoting film as art and honoring the artists who make it 
possible. This year's festival runs March 21-26, 2006.  For more information, please visit 
www.aafilmfest.org. 
 
About Ann Arbor Film Festival Sponsors 

Major supporters of the Ann Arbor Film Festival include the Michigan Council for Arts 
& Cultural Affairs, the National Endowment for the Arts and StreetLamp Studios.  
 

About the Michigan Theater 

Lovingly restored to its original 1928 glory, the historic Michigan Theater is the 
longstanding home to the Ann Arbor Film Festival.  This glorious movie palace combines 
living history with a singular dedication to the finest film and live entertainment available 
today.  In addition to two screening rooms, it holds a Michigan treasure: the Barton 
Theatre Pipe Organ, one of the only theater organs in existence that is still played in its 
original home on a regular basis. It is located at 603 East Liberty St. in downtown Ann 
Arbor. For more information, visit http://michtheater.org. 
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